
THE ENGLlsHNEss OF Tin ENGLlsH ORGAN

Nic holas Thist lethwaite

The lecture examines the evolution of the higlish organ between 1530 and 1850.  The
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adopted in many of these establishments.  This led to a new demand for organs designed to
accompany the choirs, and Thomas and Robert Dallam supplied them.  They were
transposing organs (key C = note F) without mixtures or reeds and seldom had more than 12
stops, but the cases were often elaborate and richly coloured.  Nearly all were destroyed when
Parliament defeated the King in the Civil Wars ( 1640's) and ordered the removal of organs
from churches.

When the monarchy was restored (16cO) organs were reintroduced.  Organ-building
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handsome cases.  Organs were also used for public entertainment in the London pleasure
gardens and theatres.  Handel's organ concertos helped to popularise the secular organ.
Orchestral imitations were admired, and the invention of the Swell OI.gen (introduced by
Abraham Jordan in 1712) was a matter of national pride.

introducgo:8;:o=:#:;inhthye±ar]i-g#nngthncceann#¥:±g:i:i:ojfc::ctors.The

!£d:£;atr:eipgpel:::iffcg=:;bTeg:=sru:o::#grf:gfudF=t:oaiffi:fa!gjar=cee:cfn!ef;tiusHa:e
( 1834) was the first and most famous.
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strings and reeds.  This brought about the demise of the earlier type of English organ.
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WORCESTEF] CATHEDF]AL: Thomas Dallam,1613

Great Organ  (C=F -?)

I::;=ncidp3£i;f¥e°#4iu[8']
Two sinal principals or 15th of mettal [2']
Che twelfth of mettal
tine recorder of mettal, a stopt pipe [4'?]

Chairs Organ
Cine principal of mettal [4']

a:fifuatpeao¥w[£p[t£,]]ofwood[8,]
One smal principal or fifteenth [2`]
Cine two and twentith of mettal [1']

UNIVEnsITY OFIGAN, CAMBBIDGE:  Bernard Smith,1697

Great Organ (GG - d3)
Open Diapason
Stopped Diapason (wood)
Principal
Flute (wood)
Twelfth
Fifteenth
Sesquialtera
Tn-pet
Comet (c 1 )
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Chair Organ (GG - d3)
Stopped Diapason (wood)
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ST MAFIY, POTHEPHITHE: John Byfield,1764

Great Organ (GG - e3)
Cpen Diapason
Stop Diapason
Principal
Nason
Twelfth
Fifteenth
Sesquialtera
Trumpet
Clarion
Comet (c 1 )
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Choir ongan (GG -e3)          Swell te -e3)
Stop Diapason              8           Open Diapason
Principal                         4            Stop Di apason
Flute                                4           Principal
Fifteenth                        2           Comet
Vox Human               8          Tnimpet

Hautboy

ST MAFtY-AT-HILL,  LONDON:  William Hill,1848

Great Organ (C - f3)
Double open Diapason         16
Open Diapason
Stopt Diapason
Viol di Gamba
Quint
Octave
Wald Flute
octave Quint
Super Octave
Piccolo
Sesquialtra
Mixture
Posaune
Clarion
Krun Horn
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8
8
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Swell Organ (C - f3)
DoubleDiapason       16
Open Diapason             8
Stopt Diapason             8
Hohl Flute                     8
Octave                            4
Suabe Flute                   4
Octave Quint         2 2/3
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Comopean
Hautboy
Clarion

2
mu

8
8
4

Pedal Organ (C - el)
Open Diapason           16
Principal                          8
Posaune                          16

3 couplers
3 composition pedals


